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settled for the peace conference (it was to meet
at Utrecht in January). A fierce debate followed
in the House of Lords and Marlborough had to
define his position- Supported by the Whig
majority in that House, he spoke firmly if not
vehemently against cc peace without Spain " and
indignantly denied that he was trying to prolong
the war for his own personal ends.

The Government was defeated in the Lords by
eight votes, but was, of course, upheld by the
Tory majority in the Commons. In these cir-
cumstances the Queen had no alternative but to
dismiss Marlborough from her service. There
was nothing improper about her decision. Marl-
borough was a member of the Cabinet and not
merely a soldier under orders. Although the
doctrine of joint Cabinet responsibility was in
its infancy, it was impossible to keep in office so
influential a statesman who was openly opposed
to the peace proposals on which the Queen's
Government had decided. But the method of
Marlborough's dismissal was shabby. A trumped-
up charge of peculation in his capacity of Com-
mander-in-Chief was brought against him by a
partisan Parliamentary Committee. He was
accused of wrongfully accepting a percentage on
the Army bread contracts and on the pay of
foreign mercenaries. The charge was ridiculous.
He was fully authorized, both by the Queen and
by the Government of 1702 and by the foreign
princes concerned, to take the percentage to spend
on his excellent intelligence service ; and the
deduction from the bread contracts was a recog-
nized perquisite which he employed for the same